
1 
 

The Second Annual International Symposium  

On Aging and Old-Age in Asia-Pacific 
 

30 June – 2 July 2016, Mahidol University 

Bangkok, Thailand  

 
Title of the Abstract Current Laws, Policies and Practices on Older Persons in Viet Nam - 

from A Human Rights and Gender Perspective 

Full name of author Vu Ngoc Binh (Mr) 

Current position  Senior Adviser   

Institutional affiliation Institute for Population, Family and Children Studies (IPFCS) 

Ha Noi, Viet Nam 

Email address ngocbinh55@gmail.com   /  ngocbinhvu@yahoo.com                             
 

Abstract 
 

Keywords:  older persons, rights, laws, policies, practices 
The main objective of this paper is to provide a situation analysis of Viet Nam’s current national 

laws, policies and practices on the elderly population, from a human rights and gender perspective 

for improvement, with recommendations for future actions to increase the protection and promotion 

of their human rights.  

 

The paper is divided into four chapters. Chapter One is about the national socio-economic context 

and factors that affect older persons, international and regional commitments, related national laws,  

policies and national actors, and the role of international organizations and development partners in 

providing support and services.  

 

Chapter Two presents the main features of older persons and their circumstances, including 

demographic characteristics, poverty, economic conditions and the economic contribution of older 

persons, health conditions and healthcare services, disabilities, education, care services, social 

security and social protection, participation in policymaking, political and cultural life, ageism, 

violence and abuse, access to justice and gender roles in older age. 

 

Chapter Three provides an analysis of multigenerational relationships of the older persons in Viet 

Nam, including family support and living arrangements, significance of co-residential living 

arrangements, outside the family and community participation. 

 

Finally, Chapter Four included with recommendations.   

 

Older persons represent a large and growing segment of the population and they face particular and 

urgent human rights challenges. As the present paper argues, these challenges relate equally to civil, 

cultural, economic, political and social rights as it considers the human rights situation of older 

persons, including through an analysis of existing laws, policies and gaps in their practices. In 

addition, this paper would be the first ever research paper in Viet Nam so far that deals with this 

subject from a human rights perspective and gender lens.  
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